




















Rendez-vous

MARCH TO OCTOBER 2004

14-16 March. London International Book
Fair at the Olympia Exhibition Center. For details
and registration see www.libf.co.uk

19-24 March. salon de Livres in Paris at
the Porte de Versailles with China as this year's
country of honor. See www.salondulivreparis.com
for details

13 April. scBwiI-BolognaFiere The Day-
Before Conference "Creating Good Books in
Today's World: A Craft-based day of workshops
and review sessions held in English." SCBWI's
first-ever conference tied to the Bologna
Children's Book Fair. Editors, art-directors, writ-
ers, illustrators and agents share their know-how
and expertise. EMAIL erzsideak@scbwi.org

14-17 April. Bologna International
Children's Book Fair. EMAIL
erzsi@kidbookpros.com to register

22 May. "The Computer and the Illustrated
Book." A day looking at the many ways the com-
puter can be used to conceive and design picture
books with both illustrators and writers in mind.
Aimed at all levels from total beginners to expert
computer-users. At Parsons Paris School of
Design. EMAIL b@Dbridgetstrevens.com

25 May and 1 June. "Hearing the Beat:
Make Your Words Sing!" Two writing and poetry
workshops with visiting poet/writer Bobbi Katz.
Bobbi is the author of A Rumpus of Rhymes, We
The People and many other titles. EMAIL
ann@kidbookpros.com for information

May/June. "Computer and Book Design
Workshops." Series of three hands-on workshops
in using the computer to scan, retouch and email
illustrations and plot picture book structures. To
be held on either Thursday or Saturday afternoon
(tbc) at Parsons Paris School of Design. Parsons
short course price TBA, reduced price for SCBWI
members. EMAIL b@bridgetstrevens.com

6-9 August. SCBWI Annual Conference in
Los Angeles. A craft-based, inspirational three-
day conference with children's luminaries and ris-
ing stars. For details see www.schwi.org

September. Fall lllustration Exhibit. If you
are an illustrator and would like to participate,
Contact Karen Archer. Dates to be confirmed.

16 October. Editors' Day. SCBWI France
invites you to a day of lively discussion and
review sessions with editors from the UK and the
US and a panel of international reviewers, includ-
ing author Leonard Marcus; US editor Abigalil
Samoun (Tricycle Press); and UK author and edi-
tor Tony Bradman.

Meet the Editor:

Natascha Biebow

Commissioning Editor. Random House Children’s Books UK

Interviewed by Erzsi Deak

Natascha is  the  Senior
Commissioning Editor for Picture
Books at Random HOuse. She will
be participating in the SCBWI Day
Before Conference at the Bologna
Book Fair, on April 13th, "Creating
Good Books in Today's World: A
Craft-Based Day of Workshops
and Review Sessions Held in
English."

Expression: Please tell us a lit-
tle about your background.

NB: | studied Developmental Psychology at Smith
College in the US, and moved to London in 1993.

| began editing picture books at ABC in London,
after which | spent five years at Dorling Kindersley,
where | developed two new series — Toddler Books
and Share-a-Story. | am currently Senior
Commissioning Editor for The Bodley Head picture
book list at Random House Children's Books (RHCB),
where | am also responsible for the Flying Foxes early
reader series, which | launched a few years ago. | am
also Regional Advisor for the SCBWI British Isles
region.

Expression: What are some recent titles that you
are particularly proud of?

NB: Billy's Bucket by Kes Gray, illustrated by Garry
Parsons

Eric the Red by Caroline Glicksman

Yuk! by Kes Gray, illustrated by Nick Sharratt

Oops, Sorry! by Richard Morgan

Our Twitchy by Kes Gray, illustrated by Mary
McQuillan

Smog the City Dog by Adria Meserve

The Flying Foxes series

Expression: What are the features that grab your
attention in a manuscript for children aged two to four?

NB: An outstanding authorial voice coupled with an
original theme.

Expression: What are you looking for in a picture
book illustrator?

A style that is unique, as well as the ability to devel-
op and sustain characters through a story; the ability to
draw and create interesting perspectives.

Expression: What makes an illustrator's work stand
out in your eyes?

NB: Uniqueness of style and appealing characteri-
zation - pictures that tell a story.

Expression: Are there any media you advise illus-
trators to steer away from?

NB: Not really.

Expression: Are you looking for writers who illus-
trate their own stories, or would you prefer to see illus-
trations alone?

NB: I consider both on a regular basis.
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Expression: What about a
good author and illustrator team
— can you name a recent book
that you believe shows a strong
bond between word and
image?

NB: Billy's Bucket by Kes
Gray and Garry Parsons

The Daisy Books by Kes
Gray and Nick Sharratt (Eat
Your Peas, Really Really, You
Do! and Yuk!)

Expression: In the US, talk
of the slump in the picture book
market is rampant; do you see a slump in UK?

NB: The market for picture books in the UK is very
tough at the moment, especially for new authors and
illustrators who are just getting established.

This is largely influenced by the increasing market
share of the big chains and their tendency to focus on
best-sellers. However, RHCB is committed to building
new talent despite the difficult marketplace.

Expression: Are you greatly affected by the world
of co-editions?

NB: Yes, all the picture books that we acquire are
with a view to selling as many co-editions as possible.

Expression: What are some common mistakes
authors and illustrators could avoid when submitting to
RHCB?

NB: Authors and illustrators should consult the
SCBWI International Market Report to ensure their
submissions go to the right editor. RHCB has four pic-
ture book imprints (The Bodley Head, Hutchinson,
Doubleday and Cape) and each has a slightly distinc-
tive style, depending on its history, its authors and its
publisher. We also have a fiction department. Authors
should not send artwork to illustrate stories unless they
are illustrators.

Expression: Are you accepting unsolicited manu-
scripts? Art samples?

NB: | accept unsolicited picture book manuscripts,
dummy books, as well as artwork samples if these are
addressed to me. We do not take on alphabet books or
rhyming texts, and publish very few baby books, nov-
elty books, non-fiction or folktales. It takes us an aver-
age of at least six weeks to respond.

Natascha Biebow, Directrice de Collection en chef,
Livres lllustrés, chez Random House Children's
Books, habite Londres depuis 1993. Elle cherche des
auteurs a la 'voix' exceptionnelle et des thémes orig-
inaux pour le texte, et un style de qualité unique et la
capacité de développer des personnages visuelle-
ment pour l'illustration. Le marché du livre illustré au
Royaume-Uni traverse actuellement une période diffi-
cile et les auteurs et illustrateurs doivent soigneuse-
ment étudier les maisons d'édition (y compris via
I'International Market Report ou IMR de la SCBWI)*
pour s'assurer que leurs manuscrits s'adressent a des
directeurs de collections dont les styles sont compati-



